AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

history but it is one of the most profound
interest and deserves the careful study of every
would-be politician. There is, however, one
scene I would bring before you from those
strange times. I make no apology for this
passage, though I have used it before. There
was a debate held at Putney in 1647 on the
principles of democratic government: Crom-
well and Ireton were meeting representatives
of the army. The case for the army was put
by a Colonel Rainboro and in his speech you
will find this sentence: "Really I think the
poorest he that is in England hath a life to
live as the richest he."

Those words were spoken nearly three
hundred years ago. Could you find better
to-day? The present Master of Balliol, in
whose Essentials of Democracy you will find an
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